
SMART SCALE Right of Way Cost Estimates 

Required Documents for VDOT R/W to complete and validate a cost estimate: 
1a) Project Sketch showing parcels impacted OR 1b) a detailed plan
2a) Spreadsheet reflecting areas to be acquired OR 2b) R/W Data Sheet
3) Parcel by parcel worksheet that reflect details of the estimate for each parcel
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3 • Must include all possible 
improvements & damages, 
based on the design at the 
time

• Must use Fair Market Value for 
the price per SF

• State estimate assumptions on 
each parcel 

• Suggested to use VDOT Cost 
Estimate Workbook 

• Use County GIS/Assessment to 
find info on a particular parcel 

*Follow DW/DE guidance; VDOT R/W will not consider 
DW/DE without correct approving entity 
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https://smartscale.org/documents/2022/Design-Waivers-Design-Exceptions-Policy-Guidance.pdf


SMART SCALE Right of Way Cost Estimate Resources 

Note additional costs associated 
with ROW estimate: 
• ROW Administrative costs, to 

include: 
• Cost of preparing title report 
• Appraisal 
• Review Appraisal 
• Negotiation 
• Settlement 
• Relocation and demolition 

• Administrative settlements
• Court costs 
• Condemnation increments 
• Contingency 
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*Reference the VDOT Right of Way Cost Estimate Guide for greater detail, including examples, on how a 
ROW Cost Estimate is prepared 

Cont’d from Pg 1 
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https://www.vdot.virginia.gov/doing-business/technical-guidance-and-support/technical-guidance-documents/right-of-way-cost-estimate-guide/
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